
District Councillors’ Report – October 2018 – Cllr Anna Bradnam 

 

Changes to some bin collections proposed – the changes should reduce the number of bin lorries on the 

road during the rush hour traffic on the A10 and generate savings. Residents in Cambridge City and South 

Cambs will receive the same high level of service wherever they live.  If approved by both Councils, the 

changes would be: 

 Monthly green bin collections in the City for three months in winter, matching South Cambs.  

 Cambridge City crews to start their rounds from around 6:30am, as is already the case in South 

Cambs. This was trialled during the hot weather and the service received no complaints, so it makes 

sense to extend it to the City. 

 A small fee payable for South Cambridgeshire residents if you want an extra green bin collected, as 

is the case in nearly all other Council areas including Cambridge City. 

Since the Greater Cambridge Shared Waste Service began waste collections in February 2017, they have 

been tidying up policies and back-office functions to ensure it is as efficient as possible. The service 

recycles around 50% of all waste collected across Cambridge and South Cambs and, according to latest 

figures, collects 99.7% of all bins on-time. 

 

Licensing 

The District is incorporating into policy, revisions from national guidance. This has gone out for 

consultation with the taxi companies. One aspect is the introduction of CCTV inside the cab and we have 

received some objections. 

 

Waterbeach Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) – consultation  

There will be an exhibition and workshop on Monday 8 October from 12:30 in the Salvation Army Hall. 

 

 

CamBedRailRoad 

This consortium presented their concept for a link in the West to East (heavy) rail network at Landbeach 

Village Hall on 10th. The residents of Landbeach are concerned that landholdings will be split by the rail 

line, which also seems to run straight through some houses and businesses in Milton parish. The concept 

allowed for the line to be sunk in engineered channels to go under roads. The connection to the N-S line 

from Ely to Cambridge is not easy to envisage. The consortium want an opportunity for their concept to be 

considered alongside other proposals for the line. 
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District councillor’s report – October2018 – Judith Rippeth 

 

Universal Credit is being rolled out across South Cambs from 17th October.  New claimants and those 

whose circumstances have changed will be put onto this new system of benefits. Universal Credit is a 

benefit for people of working age so pensioners will be unaffected.  South Cambs have produced a helpful 

leaflet which explains how to get payments set up.  I am in the process of distributing the leaflet to 

Waterbeach Library and pharmacy, doctor’s surgeries and community hubs throughout the ward.  The 

information is also available on the South Cambs website. 

 

As a trustee of Emmaus I attended the September board meeting where we were updated on the building 

project and on a number of issues.  Companions have moved into the new accommodation and new 

residents are gradually joining the community. By December, Emmaus will be helping 44 people get their 

lives back on track.  As the companions live in temporary or supported accommodation the charity will still 

be able to claim housing benefit.  The downside of being able to offer a home to more people and of higher 

footfall in the café is that the sewage system is collapsing and engineers are needing to be called out 



frequently.  The community needs to raise £150 000 for a new Klargester urgently.  I will ask the Grants 

Committee to see if South Cambs can help in any way towards this much needed investment. 

 

I met with the Cycling Projects Officer at County last week to establish the progress being made on the 

Waterbeach Greenway.  The plan is to construct a new cycle path (with bridleway in sections) connecting 

Cambridge and Waterbeach Railway stations following a route which goes via Milton and runs just West of 

the railway line for much of the distance.  This depends on a second tranche of funding expected from the 

Greater Cambridge Partnership in Spring 2019.  All being well this route is due for completion in 2020.  A 

consultation will be held in Waterbeach on Monday 12th November between 5:00 and 7:00pm. 

 

As you know the Waterbeach SPD is out for public consultation (14th September – 26th October.) An 

event is being held on 8 October at the Salvation Army Hall between 12:30 and 7:30pm specifically about 

the Waterbeach Railway Station.  

 

District Councillors Report – October 2018 – Hazel Smith 

 

Police Panel 

There were a number of "interesting" points from the Police Panel meeting with the Police and Crime 

Commissioner on 11th September: 

 

If you did not know - and I didn't - the threat to close the Cambridge Magistrates Court has gone way for 

the moment (though the site on St Andrew’s Street is very marketable so this is likely to return in a future 

proposal) - thanks to evidence including from the PCC and their extensive consultations.  

 

Police Neighbourhood Panels have gone for good. The PCC's proposed alternative is a meeting for parish 

councillors probably once a year with him and his team, called a Parish Council Conference. The panel had 

been told that the South Cambs Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership meetings at Cambourne (the 

next one is 17th Oct, 1:15) are seen by the police as the route to report things to them in person if we then 

want to discuss them. Otherwise, we should use the Cambs Police website to report it online (one way flow 

of information). And individual officers may attend Parish Council meetings occasionally if we invite them, 

and they have the time.  

 

Dash-cam, helmet-cam and video evidence is a popular way to record problems but the public need to be 

aware that the police have to download it themselves from the original device for it to be used in evidence, 

so don't send them a snippet and delete the original. Also they currently rarely have time to do this, 

unfortunately, but they recognise will be important in future.  

 

There is a new Victims and Witnesses website, offering them support: 

https://www.cambsvictimservices.co.uk/  

 

Police work has traditionally been 60% non-criminal work and 40% criminal. In the last few years the 60% 

has increased to 80%. A lot of the non-criminal work now is due to members of the public with mental 

health issues. The PCC sees no sign that the option of dialling 111 option 2 for the mental health team has 

helped with this.  

 

We sometimes feel a lot of information is given to the police and nothing is fed back. Often this is because 

they are building up a picture and hoping to arrest the whole gang. There were 38 arrests for drugs offences 

in Cambridge in early September – the culmination of a large piece of work.  

South Cambs Local Plan  

The local plan inspectors declared the plan “sound” and have not made many changes. It landed at South 

Cambs in early September, and the required changes have been made, and the plan printed up for adoption 

by Council on 27th September. We can now formally make progress moving on with the Northern Fringe 

AAP and the Waterbeach SPD. 

https://www.cambsvictimservices.co.uk/


Cambridge Northern Fringe planning 

 

At an initial meeting with senior councillors, we were reminded that the AAP has gone through one round 

of consultation including 4 options on different sizes of Waste Water Treatment (WWT) plant. The new 

AAP will be developed in parallel with the Housing Infrastructure Fund bid for at least £193 million, which 

is now being worked up in consultation with government officers. The two processes dovetail together, and 

there seems to be an assumption that the HIF bid will be successful, provided the viability work does not 

turn up anything unforeseen. The new location for the WWT works will lie in a huge area of search from 

Cottenham across to Honey Hill. The next process would be a Development Consent Order for the move. 

The first meeting of the Local Liaison Forum for CNF is on 4th October. 

 

Waterbeach planning 

The SPD is now out for consultation. The local plan asks for 2,300 houses by 2031. 

 

Universal Credit 

 

We had a meeting with the DWP officers charged with introducing UC in South Cambs from mid-October. 

They had experience from doing the same last year in Peterborough and they have learnt some lessons from 

this: they will not expect people to wait for so long before getting their first payment, and there is also the 

possibility of payment up-front, as a loan to be repaid by deductions from future payments over the 

following year. Anyone thinking they may have financial difficulties because of going onto UC should 

contact Cambridge CAB or South Cambs DC sooner rather than later – they have experienced officers who 

can help. There will also be DWP advisors at the Job Centre.  

 

Tenant issues 

The annual Best Kept Garden competition prizegiving was a very pleasant evening at the Cancer Centre 

next to Scotsdales. Entries came from right across the district, including one from Denson Close, 

Waterbeach. There is a wide variety of categories to enter, and 20 prizes to be won. We have some very 

talented and dedicated gardeners in the district. 

 

Climate change action 

The Lib Dems have immediately stopped providing single-use plastic cups etc at Cambourne – a start. The 

new committee has looked at how we can influence further afield, discussing air pollution, single-use 

plastics and investments in green energy. 

 

A14(M) 

The new A14 from the M11 northwards to the A1(M) will be put forward to have motorway status. The 

time-lapse video of the Bar Hill bridge installation is here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nvBryO0O6xA  

Hazel 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nvBryO0O6xA

